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Whether this barbarous custom of confining the ladies half the year in the country was not practised among the ancients, whether the case was not looked upon as above comfort or below attention, or whether the Goths and Yandals may not have deprived the learned world of those valuable treatises, I cannot tell: but this is certain, that I know no case of greater compassion, and few of greater consequence, than that of a fine woman hurried not only by her husband, but with her husband, from all the joys of London, to all the horrors of the mansion-seat in the country, where, not to mention many other circumstances of this tyranny in one particular, I fear it too often resembles the Mezentian cruelty of tying a living body to a dead one.
I first address myself to those ladies, whose distinguished beauty, delicacy, and accomplishments, justly place them at the head of the pleasures and fashion of the town. Their will is the law, and their example the model of the polite world: possessed, one half of the year, of more than Imperial sway, the other half they groan under the usurped power of their husbands. Nay, even the superior beauty of many ladies, like the superior merit of many illustrious Athenians, has often both caused and prolonged their exile. Can Kings deposed and imprisoned experience a more cruel reverse of fortune than this ? Their case is certainly above comfort; and I own I am at a loss what to recommend to them. /Succedanea there are none; I shall only endeavour to suggest lenitives.
I am not absurd enough, even to hint the usual rural recreations, of fetching a walk, a horse-race, an assize-ball, or a sillabub under the red-cow, which must all of them be exceedingly shocking to their